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inferior actors of Shakspeare's dramas, especially as "
we are without the same means of giving light to
darkness.

George Bryan, who, like greater men, will only
be remembered from his connection with Shakspeare,
appeared as early as 1589? in Tarleton's Platt of the
Seven Deadly Sins: he represented Lncitis, in Gor-
boduc; he played the Earl of Warwick, in Henry
the Sixth, during 1592; he performed some of the
characters in Shakspeare's earliest plays; but he did
not live long enough to represent any part in Ben
Jonson's Every Man in his Humour, during 1598 :
George Bryan was certainly dead at this epoch;
though I have not been able to discover either the
time, or place, of his burial; or any record of his will.

Samuel Crosse had the honour, certainly to embody
some of Shakspeare's fictions: and is celebrated, by
Hey wood, together with Knell7, Bently, Mills,
Wilson8, and Lanam, as players, who " by the re-
port of many judicial auditors performed many parts
so absolute, that it were a sin to drowne their worths
in Lethe 9." Crosse died, probably, before the year
1596; though I have not been able to find when or
where; nor to discover his will; nor any adminis-
tration to his estate; if indeed he left any behind
him.

Thomas Pope played his part as early as 1589, in

7  It appears by the parish register of St. Mary, Aldermanbmy,
that a William Knell was buried in the cemetery of that parish,
on the 24-th of September, 1578; that a William Knell married
Rebecca Edwards, on  the  30th   January,  1585-6 ; that  John
Hemming married Rebecca Knell, widow, on the 10th of March,
1587-8.    From these entries we may conclude that Knell, one of
the great actors of that period, is the person to whom they relate.

8  Robert Wilson was one of the Earl of Leicester's servants,
to whom the theatrical license was granted, in 1574,    A Robert
Wilson made his Will on the 29th of January, 1576-7, which was
proved on the 1st of February of the same year.

9  Hey wood's Apology.